NEWSPAPER LAW. 
(Law No.4I issued in ilay 1909). 


WE sanction hereby the Newspaper Law approved by the Diet 


and order the same to be promigated. 


“Art. 


Art.e 


Art.s 


-- A Newspaper, according to the meaning of this Law, is 
@ literary work intended for reguiar periodical publica- 
tion under a given name or title, or, it may be a literary 
work not published at regular intervals but appearing at 
least once in m 6 months, as also any extra literary work 
supplementary to the newspaper and published with the 
Same name or title. 

Newspaper having the same title but published in 
aifferent localities shall be considered as separate 
newspapers. 

-- Persons specified hereunder are not permitted to hold 

the Editorship or ~roprietorship of a newspaper: 

I. Any person not residing within the Imperial 

domains or territory where this Law is in force. 

Fa Any person belonging to the Army or Navy, 
whether on active service or under Government 
orders. 

Ds A minor or an incompetent person or & quasi 
incompetent person. 

4. Any person actually serving a@ sentence, or 
detained in prison, or the execution of whose 
sentence has been deferred. 


-- The printing office shall not be established beyond 
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Art .4 


Art .5 


the limit of the Imperial domsins or territory where 

this Law is in force. 

-- The publisher of a newspaper shall revort the following 
particulars to the ilinister for Home Affairs: 

Hee The title of the newspaper. 

Ze The character or nature of the articles to be 
inserted. 

Be Whether current events will be inserted or not. 

4a. Whether the newspaper is to be published at 
regular periods or not. If regular, at what 
periods. 

Ss Date of first publication. 

Gs Address or addresses of the publishéme and 
printing offices. 

T x The name of the owner. If the owner is a 
juridical person, the name of the person and 
the name of the representative. 

Bs The names and ages of the publisher and the 
editor. If there be more than one editor, 
the name and age of tne editor-in-chief. 

The preceding shall be reported to the local competent 
authorities, signed jointly by the owmer cr the juridical 
person and the editor ten or more days before the anpear- 
ance of the first issue. 

-- In the event of ijos. I-sS of the first clause of the 
preceding Art. being altered, report shall be made to the 
iiinister for Home Affairs ten or more days before the 


alteration is made under the same procedure as laid down 
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Art .6 


Art.& 


ARES Art.=. shall make rep 
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or the owner or the editor 


be made to the winister 


the 
jn said Art.: if No.% or 5, 
is to be changed, report shall 


is effected or within seven days after. 


the old and new owne © 


ons shall sign the 


pefore any change 
s or 


In case the owner is changed, 


his or their juridical verson or pers 


report, except in case of death. 

_. A successor who succeeds to the rights end obligations 
of a deceased publisher or a publisher who comes under 
ort within seven days efter the 


date of his succession according to the preceding ASCs 
In other cases, except the case of the preceding clause, 
the report shall be made ten or more davs before the . 


chanre of a publisher. 
_- A newspaper not published within one hundred days from 
eported date of intended publication, or having 


the Fr 
s not resume publi 


ceased publication doe cation within 
one hundred days of last publication, oF a periodical 
publishing three issues in one hundred days fails to 
ynroduce tne three issues in one hundred days shall be 


deemed as having become defunct. 


-- In case & publisher or an editor dies, or happens to 
come under Art.-. and a successor is not appointed, or 
in case & publisher or an editor absents himself for more 
nains or territory 


month beyond the Imperiel dor 


than one 
the newspaper concerned 


where this taw is in force, 


allowed to continue publication, unless @ 


shall not be 


publisher or @ ter editor is appointed. 


ubklisher 


temporary 1porery 
The stipuletions in this law relating to 4a Pp 
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or an editor shell apply equally to a temporary publisher 
or a temporary editor. 
Art.9 -- The stipulations in this law relating to the responsi- 
bilities of an editor shall also apply to persons spe- 
ecified hereunder: 
I. He who is not an editor but actuzlily engages 
in the editing of a newspaper. 
Br Ee who signs his name as author of any article 
inserted in a newsvaner. 
3. He who demands the insertion of a correction 
or refutation. 
Art.IOQ -- The names of the publisher, editor, printer, and the 
the address of the publishins office shall be stated in 
a newspaper. 

Art.II -- Yhen a nevsnaper is issued, trro copies of it shall be 
sent in to the Home Department, one copy to the Competent 
Tocal Government, and one each to the public procuretors' 
offices of the °.ocal Tourts and the District sSourts. 

Art.I2 -- A nevrspaper intending to publish current events chall 

not be alloved publication unless undermentionsd sums 
of money have been deposited as security with the Com- 
petent -.ocal Sovernucnt: 
Leg Yen .cCc for a newspeper to be publisned in 
Tokyo or Csaka, or their neighbourhood within 
the distance of 5 ri. 
a Yen I0%: for a newspaper ina city or a division 
contsining imore than 70,CCO sonulation, or 


neightourhood within the distance of i ri. 


Art .I3 


Art.I-= 
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Yen 5C0O for a newspaner in other places. 


are: 


Half the amount of security as in the preceding clause 


shall be deposited for a newspaper less than 5 issues @ 
month. 
A negotiable pa:er named by the Government can be used 


as security. 


-- In case @ publisher is changed, the successor shall 


succeed to the rights and obligations on the security. 


-- the security shall not be returned nor transferred 


unless the newspaner becomes defunct. except for the 


execution of a decision of the -aw Yor Collecting National 


“px or ordinenees to which the —av For Collecting National 


Sas are anplicable, or of a clai: esgeinst offences of 
damages for noncur. 


~~ should a publisher or an editor of a nevspaper deposit- 


ing security fail to say the full a:nount of e fine or 


the costs of any; action relatin, to ti.e newspascer ea Cisd . 


ten devs fra. tre date: of decixionu, the public orocuxsutor 


ingpay Anpropri: te & saxrt or tie wnole of the security to 
meet peyment. 


-- “Men = deficit in the fuil amowmt of security occurs 


and sucn deficit is not iaade food, the publication of 


tne newspaner shall not be allowed after seven deys from 


the date on which such dadeficit occurs. 


-~ ‘hen tne insertion of a correction or refutation of 


an exticie in a nevwepacer is requested by a@ nerson to 


whom the seid article hes made reference or DY @ny nerson 


directory connected with the person concerned, the whole 


Art .I7 


art. 29 
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of the correction or refutation imust be inserted, if it 
be a written one, in the following or next following 
issue counting from the time the newspaper receives the 
request. 

If the purport of the correction or refutation is in 
contravention of the ordinance or if the name and address 
of the couplainont are not given, it will not be obliga- 
tory to make any insertion. 

If the number of words of & correction or refutation 
exceed the number of words of an original article, a 
charge may be made for the excess st the advertisenent 
rate of the nevspanvner. 

-- If a news caver insert en articls abstracted from the 
Official Gazette or from other newspapers, and the Official 
Gazette or other nevwsnaners have made a correction or 
inserted a refutation, the newspacer reproducing the 
article chould also reproduce the correction or insert 

22 refutation without any demand being meade for same by 
the nereon concerned or ropresentative, wnder the 


vrocsiure as laid dovn in tne preceding Art., but no 


charge sheild bi: claimed for wvublishinzg such correction 

or rertutation. 

-- No nev“spaner is allowed to seublish articles rezarding 
to the prtliininary examination of an article before tne 
trial takes olace, or articles regarding entuiry or 
orelininary exainination vrohibited by a public procurator, 
or articles refarding the debateinent of an action 


forbidden for admittance. 


mt 


taining to government offices, public offices, or meetings 
constituted under an ordinance not made public, or any 
proceedings of a meeting not opened publicly without 

first obtaining permission. This Art. shall also apply 


to a petition or appeal. 


Art.2I -- Ho newspaper is allowed to insert such article or 


art. = 


aa 


articles as to incite offences or protect them, or to 


praise or help or entran accused. 


v 


& -- If any newspaner neglect to make report of Arts. <4-6 


t 
w 


or make a false report, or to denosit security or to make 
good the deficit of security, the Local Competent 
authorities may susnend the sublication until it does so; 
-- “When the ..inister of YeretgrcAf*Ystirs Home Denartment 

will 
considers an erticle inserted in a newspaper disturb the 
nublic pneace or order, or bring deleterious effect upon 
oublic morals, he may prohibit the sale or distribution 
of the nevspaner, or may distrain it if necessary. 
-- “Then the wiinister of Home Department considers an 
article or articles inserted in a newspaper iscsued in a i 
foreign country or in the Imperial domains or territory 
where this Law is not in force, will disturb the public 
peace or order, or bring deleterious effect upon nublic 
morals, he may prohibit the sale or distribution of such 
nevspaper in pleces where this iaw is in force or may 
distrain it if necessary. 
The ..inister of Home Vepartisent may prohibit importetion 

of a newspaper, which has been dealt with the preceding 


clause more than once ina year, to places where this Law 


Art .25 


Art.26 


Art.27 


Art .28 


Art.sC 
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is in force. 
-- The Local Competent Authorities may distrain a newspaper 
violating the order prohibited by the second clause of 

the preceding Art., or a newspaper printed for the purpose 
of sale or distribution contrary to the decision prohibited 
by Art.45. 

-- If a newspaper distrained under this Law he not released 
in two or more years, the Administrative Competent Authori- 
ties who have distrained the newspaper can aispose of it. 
-- The luinister for Var, of the Navy, or of Foreign 
Affairs may prohibit or restrict by order insertion of 

an article relating to military or diplomatic affairs. 

-- Any verson who comes under the provision of Art.é and 
becomes to a publisher or an editor by making false 

report shall be punished to a penal servitude not more 
than 3 months, or to a fine not more than yen 50. 

-- Any person who violates the orovision of art.o shail 


be vounished to a fine not exceeding yen SC. 


--The oublisher shall be punished to a fine not exceeding 


yen IC 2, if he does not make report according to the 
erovisions of Arts. #-% or makes resort which is not true, 


or makes an act contrary to tke report relating to ‘to.I 
or Nos. =-6 of the first ciause of Art.@, or violates the 
erovision of -.rt.II. 

-- The vublisher and editor shall be punished to a fine 
not exceeding yen INC, if they act contrary to the report 
relating to li0.2 or No.3 of the first clause of Art.+t. 


-- (I can not understand the meaning of this Art. at sil). 
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Art.33 -- The publisher and e@itor shall be punished to a fine 
not exceeding yen I00, if they violate the provision of 
Art.IO or insert an article biasse:ly interpreted. 

Art .34 -- The publisher shall be punished to a fine not exceeding 
yen 300, if he violates the provisions ef the first or 
second clause of Art.I2 or &#F® Art.Ic, or violates the 
order of prohibition under the provision of Art.c2. 

Art.35 -- Zhe editor shall be punished to a fine not exceeding 
yen 50, if he violates the provisions of tne first or 
second clause of Art.I7 oy Art.Ic. 

In case the offence u_ the preceding clause relates 
to ea private matter it is to be indicted when appealed. 
Art.SS -- The editor shall be vunished to a fine not excecding 
yen 500, if he violates the provision of Axet. Te O27 20. 

+t.37 -- The eciitor shall be punished to an imprisonaent not 
exceeding ji months or to a fine not exceeding yen YOO’, 
if he violates ths provision of Art.2I. 

Art.S& -- Phe publisher and editor shall be punished to an inm- 
>  L.sSomuent not exceeding 5 months or to a fine not exceed- 
ing yen JCC, if they violate the order of prchibition 
under the »rovision of Art.i:54, or the order of vorohibition 
under the provision of rt..4, or the decision of prohibi- 
tion under the provision of Art.co. — person knowing 
that the newsnacer is -srohihited or susnended sell or 
distribute it, he shali be punished to a fine not excecding 
yen 00. 

Art .S32 -- Any verson who »revents or hinders the execution of 
distraint eccording to the »srovisions of the first clause 


of Art.::i, the first ecleuse cf Artec, or Art.-5 shall be 


chime 


punished to an imvrisonment not exceeding 6 months or 
to a fine not exceeding yen CO. 

Art.40O -- The pee and editor who violate the prohibition 
or restriction under the provision of Art.“.7 shall be 
punished to en imprisonment not exceeding = years or to 
a fine not exceeding yen >CC. 

Art.4I -- Should an article which disturbs the public peace or 
order or which brings delsterious effect upon sublic 
morals ba insortcd, the publisher and editor shail be 
punished to an imprisonmaent not exceeding % i.onths or 
to a fine not exceeding yen ~OO. 

disgracing 

Art.42 -- Should ean article relatiny, to tisxregardinmg the disnity 
of the Imperial house, to changing the system of gfovern- 
ment, or to disrerfrarding the constitution be inserted, 
the publisher, editor and printer shall be punished to 
an imprisonuent not exceeding ~~ years and a fine not 
exceeding yen ofS. a 


Art.isc --In case of carryins punishient according to the pro- 3 


visions of Arts. --O-=L, a Court mey prohibit publication 
of the newspaper. (I cennot -siaie out caning). g 
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Art.it -- <dnered iFtleceez Of Cri:iinal Code shall not be applied } 


to this Art. ( cannot meke out meaning)’. ; 


-- In cese @& criminel action is reised agfeinst an articl. 


ur 
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inserted in @ newsrnap>rer ebout the offence of honour, the 
accused :18@7 be e@llowed to ..rove facts, if the court 
thinks that it ~as inserted not with malicious intent 
but for the public sood, except the private conduct. 


And if this be firmiy vuroved, the act of the accused 
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shall not be prnished and the obligations of the accused 
relating to the damages of the action will be exempted. 


(cannot make out meaning) 
SUPPLELLGNTARY. 


The Newspaper Law hitherto in force are abolished. 

A newspaper which has been published pefore this Law comes in 
force and its security is found deficit, three years’ grace 
for making it good will be given from the day this Law will 
come in force. 

The provision of Art.26 also applies to a newspaper dist rained 


before this Law comes in force. 


When the newspaper falls under the preceding clause, 


the iinister may prohibit the insertion of the same 


subject or object again. 
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